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GROW YOUR OWN

ELM TREE

PLANTING, CARE, AND VARIETY INFORMATION

Thank you for choosing to make a difference by purchasing one of our Grow Your
Own Tree items. Trees help improve our air, protect our water, and can help save
energy. Your trees will provide food and shelter for birds, squirrels and other wild life.
Not only are you helping save our environment, you will have years of enjoyment from
your tree.

Did you know that every tree you plant can absorb CO2 at the rate of thirteen
pounds annually when mature? Trees trap CO2 from the atmosphere and
make them into carbohydrates that are used for plant growth. They give us oxygen
in return. You can plant your tree along rivers, streams, and lakes to prevent or reduce
erosion of banks. They also help reduce water temperatures with their shade.

Trees cleanse ground water as it filters through their root systems. Research
indicates that trees can breakdown pesticides and carcinogenic groundwater
contaminants. Trees intercept rainwater aiding soil absorption for gradual release into
streams, this helps preventing flooding.

Depending on location, species, size, and condition, shade from trees can reduce
utility bills for air conditioning in residential and commercial buildings by 15% or
more. Studies have shown that the overall effect of the shade created by planting a
healthy tree is equivalent to 10 room-size air conditioners running 20 hours a day! In
the winter, trees can act as windbreaks for your home and will help you save on
heating costs. Saving on heating costs can reach as much as 25%!
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Your Grow Your Own Tree kit comes complete with everything you will need to
produce your own Siberian EIm. Your kit includes seeds, starting mix, tree stakes and
a 100% biodegradable coconut coir pot. You will grow your Siberian Elm tree in the
coconut coir pot than plant the tree in the pot into the ground.

Sprouting Instruction
1. Place your coir media disk in a separate container.
. Mix with 3 cups of lukewarm water. (240z or .675 liters.)
. After soil is hydrated, pour into your 100% biodegradable coconut coir pot.
. Place seeds on top and press in about 1/8 of an inch.
. Cover with plastic wrap and seal with a rubber band.
. Put pot in a windowsill or in bright light.
. Seeds will sprout in 1-2 weeks.
. Transplant outside after when they are 2-4 inches tall (can take about
six months).
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Growing and Care Information
e Siberian Elms are very cold tolerant. Trees are hardy to zone 4.
o Your tree prefers a fertile, well drained soil in full sun, but is easily grown
in any soil of at least moderate quality so long as it is well drained.
e Your Siberian Elm prefers a pH range of 510 5.8.

e Young trees like to dry out slightly between watering. Do not saturate the soil.

o [tis best to plant your trees outside after they are six to eight inches tall.

¢ Plant them out into their permanent positions in late spring or early
summer, after the last expected frosts. This will allow them enough time
to establish themselves and acclimate to the surrounding environment.

¢ Your trees will benefit from some protection from the harsh winter
weather the first winter they are planted outside.

o Water the trees thoroughly. Water two to three times per week for the
first season.

Siberian Elms grow quickly and display an interesting shape. These rugged trees
have a shrubby shape, and can grow up to 50 feet in their natural environment. The
leaves are a dark green and turn yellow in autumn. Siberian ElIms succeed in hot, dry
locations and are drought resistant. The Siberian Elm was introduced to the U S. in
the 1860s for its hardiness and fast growth in a variety of moisture regimes and
habitats, including droughts and cold winters. Many Siberian ElIms were able to
survive the Dutch elm disease. The Siberian Elms prefer conditions that are in full sun
and a well drained soil.

Siberian Elms are the hardiest of all elms. They are planted and managed to protect
livestock. Siberian Elm is used for nesting for many birds especially by house
sparrows and orioles. Seeds are eaten by songbirds, game birds, and other wildlife.
They are often used to control soil erosion. Siberian Elm is used
in tree strips for windbreaks. Windbreaks can help communities
with harsh winter conditions better handle the impact of
winter storms and reduce home heating and cooling costs.
Properly designed shelterbelts, placed near your home
or other buildings, offer cooling shade and reduce air
conditioning costs throughout the warm season.

During the winter months, they serve as windbreaks,
reducing heating costs by as much as 30 percent.






