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GROW YOUR OWN.

PINE TREE

PLANTING, CARE, AND VARIETY INFORMATION

Thank you for choosing to make a difference by purchasing one of our Grow Your
Own Tree items. Trees help improve our air, protect our water, and can help save
energy. Your trees will provide food and shelter for birds, squirrels and other wild life.
Not only are you helping save our environment, you will have years of enjoyment from
your tree.

Did you know that every tree you plant can absorb CO2 at the rate of thirteen
pounds annually when mature? Trees trap CO2 from the atmosphere and
make them into carbohydrates that are used for plant growth. They give us oxygen
in return. You can plant your tree along rivers, streams, and lakes to prevent or reduce
erosion of banks. They also help reduce water temperatures with their shade.

Trees cleanse ground water as it filters through their root systems. Research
indicates that trees can breakdown pesticides and carcinogenic groundwater
contaminants. Trees intercept rainwater aiding soil absorption for gradual release into
streams, this helps preventing flooding.

Depending on location, species, size, and condition, shade from trees can reduce
utility bills for air conditioning in residential and commercial buildings by 15% or
more. Studies have shown that the overall effect of the shade created by planting a
healthy tree is equivalent to 10 room-size air conditioners running 20 hours a day! In
the winter, trees can act as windbreaks for your home and will help you save on
heating costs. Saving on heating costs can reach as much as 25%!
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Your Grow Your Own Tree kit comes complete with everything you will need to
produce your own Austrian Pine. Your kit includes seeds, starting mix, tree stakes
and a 100% biodegradable coconut coir pot. You will grow your Austrian Pine tree in
the coconut coir pot than plant the tree in the pot into the ground.

Sprouting Instruction
1. Place your coir media disk in a separate container.
. Mix with 3 cups of lukewarm water. (240z or .675 liters.)
. After soil is hydrated, pour into your 100% biodegradable coconut coir pot.
. Place seeds on top and press in about 1/3rd of an inch.
. Cover with plastic wrap and seal with a rubber band.
. Put pot in a windowsill or in bright light.
. Seeds will sprout in 2 weeks.
. Be sure to keep soil moist during germination stage.
. Transplant outside after when they are 2-4 inches talll.
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Growing and Care
e Before sowing your seed, you should soak the seed in room temperature
water for about four hours. Or you can rub your seed with sandpaper to
help speed germination.
¢ Pine trees thrive in a wide range of soils. Maximum growth is achieved
when the soil is fertile, moist and well drained.

e They prefer to be planted in a moist, well-drained sandy or gravelly loam.

e Soil pH requirements are not restrictive, with an acceptable range from
40t07.0.

o Austrian Pines like to be planted in full sun to part shade. Plant your tree
in direct sun. Pines will perform best in sunny locations.

o Keep seedlings moist during early growing stage, but do not over water
young frees.

¢ Plant them into their permanent location as soon as plants reach four to
sixinches tall. Plants have very sparse root system. The sooner they are
in their permanent location the better they will grow.

¢ Provide some protection from the cold in winter months for the first two
years they are outside.

e Follow a regular watering schedule during the first growing season to
help establish a deep, extensive root system. After your plants are well
established you can reduce your watering.

Austrian Pines are a vital member of their environmental community and serve as
windbreaks, borders, and wildlife habitats. Birds and squirrels enjoy Austrian Pine
seeds as food source. The large evergreens also provide shelter and nesting sites
for numerous bird species, particularly for owls.

Austrian Pines are one of the most popular landscape pines in the Midwest and east
because of its densely pyramidal habit, attractive needles, and its adaptability.
Austrian Pines are prized for their long, stiff needles and dark green color, their fast
growth rate, and their resistance to road salt damage. The Austrian Pine is
extremely tolerant of adverse soil conditions and air pollution. Due to their
adaptability to adverse soil conditions, over 217 million Austrian Pines were planted
during the nation's great dust bowl shelterbelt project. They have
thrived for over 200 years in some of the worst soil and climate
conditions America has to offer.

Planting Austrian Pines as a shelterbelt creates habitat
for wildlife and provides the landowner with economical
benefits as well. Austrian Pines guard fields and
buildings by reducing exposure to wind. They lessen
soil erosion, help retain moisture in the ground, and
protect water quality. Properly designed shelterbelts,
placed near your home or other buildings, offer cooling
shade and reduce air conditioning costs throughout the
warm season. During the winter months, they serve as
windbreaks, reducing heating costs by as much as 30 percent.





